 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

“I DESIRE MERCY, NOT SACRIFICE”

Matthew 9:1–17

Key Verse: 9:12–13

1.
 Where did Jesus go? (1; 4:13) What happened when he got there, how did he see their action, and what did he say? (2) In what sense was it strange for him to say this?

2.
 How did the teachers of the law criticize Jesus? (3) Why? How did he respond? (4–7) What lesson was he trying to teach? (6a) Why is it so important for us to know this? How did the people respond, and how are they different from the teachers of the law? (8) How is paralysis like sin, and how can we be healed of such a spiritual condition?
3.
 When he went on from there, whom did Jesus meet, and what kind of person was he? (9a) How were tax collectors regarded? (11b) What did Jesus tell Matthew? (9b) For Matthew, what did it mean to follow Jesus? What does Jesus’ calling, “Follow me,” mean to us? How did Matthew respond, and what can we learn from him? (9b)
4.
 What happened after this? (10) Why do you think all these other people came? What did the Pharisees say? (11) What were they trying to do? Read verses 12–13. Who are “the healthy” and “the righteous”? The “sick” and “sinners”? What principle did Jesus teach? (13a; Hos6:6) How can we go and learn this?
5.
 What did John the Baptist’s disciples ask? (14) Why? How did Jesus answer them? (15) Who is the bridegroom? When is the time of mourning and fasting?

6.
 Who do the old garment and the old wineskins represent? What is the “new wine,” and what does it mean to try to pour it into old wineskins? How did this illustrate why Jesus worked with Matthew and his associates? How can we be like new wineskins? What direction for ministry can we find here?

