

	THE ESCAPE TO EGYPT

Matthew 2:13–23
Key Verse: 2:15b

1.	 Why did God want Joseph to leave immediately after the Magi? (13) What does the angel’s appearance tell us about God’s protection? How did Joseph respond, and why might this have been hard for him? (14) 

2.	 Read verse 15. To what did this prophecy originally refer? What did the exodus from Egypt symbolize? How was this prophecy fulfilled in Jesus, and why is this important for us?

[bookmark: _GoBack]3.	 How had Herod been outwitted by the Magi? (16; see also verse 12) Why was he so furious? What did he order, and why? What can we learn here?

4.	 How did Matthew interpret this tragedy? (17,18) Who was Rachel, and why was she associated with Bethlehem? (Ge35:19) To what did Jeremiah’s words originally refer? (Jer31:15; 40:1) What should we learn from this fulfillment of prophecy?

5.	 Why was it time to return to the land of Israel? (20,21) Who was Archelaus, and why would his reign make Joseph afraid? (22a) Why did Joseph eventually go to Nazareth? (22b,23)

6.	 What can we learn in these verses about God’s protection? About Jesus? What can we learn from Joseph?
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