
"NEITHER DO I CONDEMN YOU"
John 7:53–8:11
Key Verse: 8:11b
“‘Then neither do I condemn you,’ Jesus declared. ‘Go now and leave your life of sin.’”

In today’s passage Jesus saves a sinful woman. It’s a timeless and universal story. We all commit sin. Yet we all also have a strong tendency to condemn others. Jesus, on the other hand, was without sin. And yet he didn't condemn; he quietly did his best to save. In this event we also see the Pharisees. They were supposed to be shepherds of their people. But disturbingly, it was they who represented the power of darkness. All Jesus’ words in this passage are simple yet very powerful. May God help us to hear his words personally.
Read 7:53–8:1. This contrasts Jesus and the ordinary people. After the Festival of Tabernacles people went home, to go to sleep. But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives, where he usually went, to pray. Jesus was on a mission from God. Because of his mission he needed to pray. He must have been tired. But even when he was tired he came to God in prayer. Through prayer he was renewed. His spiritual strength, his desire to please God, his compassion, his calling, his sense of what God wanted him to be doing—all these were renewed when he prayed. 
His prayer didn’t make him sleepy, but diligent. Read verse 2. Jesus knew that even after the weeklong festival, people were still spiritually thirsty. So at dawn he went to the temple courts to share God’s word. He focused on sharing God’s word because God’s word gives life even to the dead (5:24). Actually, all throughout his ministry Jesus sowed the seed of God’s word as his top priority. And he warned that God’s word can be choked out of our hearts by the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things (Mk4:19). 
Apostle Paul also understood this. After years of evangelism and discipleship he wrote, “…the holy Scriptures…are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2Ti3:15–17). Finally, he solemnly charged Timothy: “Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction” (2Ti4:2). In light of this, we need to focus on God's word. So in these first three short verses we can see what a beautiful life Jesus lived. In the midst of enemies he didn’t worry; he spent the night praying to God. And from early in the morning he was sharing God’s word with spiritually thirsty people. May God help us imitate Jesus' life of prayer and Bible teaching.
But suddenly, Jesus’ early morning Bible study was rudely interrupted. Read verses 3–6a. The previous day the Pharisees had tried to have Jesus arrested but failed. Evidently they discussed things secretly and came up with a new plot. They snooped around in the night following people until they caught this woman committing adultery. Then they dragged her in, early in the morning, as bait, to trap Jesus. They made her stand before the group. She must have looked horrible, disheveled, not dressed properly, her eyes swollen after much crying, full of fear and shame. Looking at this woman riled everyone up.
The trap was obvious. If Jesus had said, “Don’t stone her,” they thought he’d be caught blatantly violating Moses’ command (Lev20:10; Dt 22:20–21). If he said, “Stone her,” they thought they’d catch him contradicting his own teaching about mercy. Their question makes it sound like they were concerned about righteousness. But they didn’t really care about it. If they did, they would have brought in the man, too. Actually, they didn’t care about this woman, either; they were just using her as bait. They could care less whether she lived or died. All they cared about was discrediting Jesus so he'd no longer be a threat to them.
These men knew Moses’ Law and could quote it, but their hearts weren’t right. Making use of God’s words and of this woman made them just like their father, the devil (8:44; Ge3:1–6; Mt4:6). Men should provide for women’s needs, protect them and care for them. Men who try to make use of women are still controlled by the devil. The Pharisee’s legalistic way of thinking was shallow. They put great emphasis on outward religious activities but ignored what was in people’s hearts, their motives. The sinful desires in their own hearts had never been discovered, so they thought they weren’t sinners. And this woman’s sin was discovered, so they made a big deal that she was a terrible sinner. 
Look at verse 6b. Unlike the Pharisees, Jesus wasn’t pointing his finger at anybody; he just bent down and wrote on the ground with his finger. He refused to jump on their bandwagon of condemnation. Instead, he knew them all so well. And unlike them, he cared about this woman, despite her sins. His first goal was to help everybody calm down. The Pharisees kept questioning him, interpreting his silence as weakness (7a). They thought they had him now. Finally, Jesus straightened up and said only one thing: “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her” (7b). Again, he stooped down and wrote on the ground with his finger (8). Wow! Jesus' words were simple, yet so powerful, more powerful than their mob spirit. It was wisdom from God’s Spirit to rescue this condemned woman. 
Look at verse 9. All their dramatic, self-righteous zeal suddenly collapsed like a house of cards. None of them dared step forward first to throw a stone, afraid that the others would start talking about their sins. Jesus’ words were like a knife that pricked all their consciences. It’s so interesting that the older ones left first. They were more self-aware, and more afraid of having their sins exposed. It took the self-righteous younger ones a little longer to realize that they were sinners, too. Many people mistakenly think it’s holy and righteous to condemn others for all kinds of faults and sins. Actually, the Bible tells us over and over again not to judge or condemn others (Mt7:3; Ro2:1; Jas2:13).

We’ve been thinking about the Pharisees and Jesus, but what about this woman? We don’t know if she were married or single, but in any case, she’d blatantly committed adultery with another man. Maybe it felt good at the moment, but her sin virtually ruined her life, and nobody could trust her anymore. How did she get herself into this? The Bible is silent about her motives. She could've simply given in to her desires. She could've done it out of revenge, for vanity or money. In any case, it was a very selfish thing to do. Now she’d crossed the line; she’d gone too far. Even after having been rescued from public stoning, she’d have to live with the condemnation of this sin all the rest of her life. 

What did Jesus do for her? Look at verses 10–11a. The woman must've been scared to death, and so humiliated. But Jesus protected her from all the condemnation. He stayed there with her after everyone else left and spoke with her. And he told her, “Neither do I condemn you.” Jesus’ simple words here tell us something very important about him. Jesus didn’t come to condemn; he came to save (3:17; 1Ti1:15). In Jesus, there's no condemnation (Ro8:1). Jesus was the only one without sin. He alone was qualified to condemn this adulterous woman, yet he didn’t. He declared to her, “Neither do I condemn you.” In these words he solemnly announced that her heinous sins were forgiven. How could he do that? Ultimately, it was because he took all the condemnation of her sin and ours upon himself. Though he was completely innocent, he was put on trial, condemned, mocked, insulted, beaten, crucified and shed his blood so that all our sins might be forgiven (Isa53:5). No matter what we’ve done, we can come to Jesus and be forgiven. We need to accept his words personally, “Neither do I condemn you.” 
But many people don’t want to come to Jesus. Some feel too dirty or wretched. Maybe they want to keep enjoying sin freely. For others, a sense of guilt and condemnation is lurking deep in their hearts, and it paralyzes them. It’s true even for many Christians. Some students condemn themselves for failing in their studies. Some condemn themselves for giving in to sinful desires, or for neglecting their spiritual lives. Some condemn themselves for hurting others and ruining relationships. Some condemn themselves for not living up to some high standards, or for failing in ministry. Condemnation has to do with darkness. Some are stubborn and keep on insisting on condemning themselves. But Jesus declares even to a woman caught in adultery: “I don’t condemn you!” We need to humble ourselves, come to him and accept his words of grace. Only his grace of forgiveness can heal the guilt and condemnation in our souls and set us free.

Let’s read Jesus’ last words to this woman in verse 11b. These words, “Go now and leave your life of sin” are also very powerful. When he said, “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus was full of grace; when he said, “Go now and leave your life of sin,” he was full of truth (1:14,17). When the woman experienced his grace personally, she was ready to leave her life of sin. Even if someone tells us to leave our life of sin, and we know we should, we have no strength to do it. But when we really believe in Jesus’ grace personally, it gives us the power to leave our life of sin and start living like children of God (1:12).

Some people misunderstand this passage. They think that because Jesus didn’t condemn this adulterous woman, we should just keep silent and condone people’s sins. But Jesus didn’t condone her sin; he told her clearly, “Go now and leave your life of sin.” In her case, her life of sin was adultery. Many people have never technically committed adultery, but Jesus said, “…anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart” (Mt5:28). These days adultery is romanticized. People become numb to this sin. But adultery is still a sin against God. 
For other people, lust may not be a big struggle, but they're still living a life of sin. Living apart from God, living for myself, for making money, or for my own glory and ambition, is a life of sin. Living in despair and unbelief is a life of sin. Jesus died so that we might die to sin and live for righteousness (1Pe2:24; Ro6:2). Through his words, “Go now and leave your life of sin,” Jesus is personally calling all of us to a life of faith and mission, for the glory of God. 

May God help us to hear Jesus’ voice today: “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” “Neither do I condemn you. Go now and leave your life of sin.”
